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Reading Nonliteral Language
Directions: Read the story provided.  Find examples of nonliteral, or figurative, language used within 
the story.  Write the examples, then rewrite them in literal language.  Make sure the meaning stays 
the same.

! !
!

Level: Third Grade                                                      Name: ________________________

Standard: Reading | Literature | RL.3.4                                     ©http://CoreCommonStandards.com

Examples of Nonliteral Language Examples Rewritten in Literal Language

Story Title_________________________________________________________________

Author: ___________________________________________________________________
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Percy and Sally
Directions: Read the passage below about Percy and Sally.  Identify the examples of nonliteral 
language, {such as metaphors, similes, personification, and onomatopoeia}, and write them below.

! Percy and his sister, Sally, were bored out of their minds because the weatherman said 
it was going to rain cats and dogs.  The sky turned as black as coal, and the wind whistled.  
But after that crazy storm, it was as dry as a bone.  So Percy and Sally swam in the pool.  
While they were swimming, the ladder fell and Percy had to reach over and pick it up.  “You 
are as strong as an ox,” said Sally.   Percy just winked, cool as a cucumber.   Sally was a fish 
in the water, swimming all day.  Splash, splash, splash.  Percy sat on the grass and began to 
build a rock tower and was as busy as a bee.   A gentle breeze came and the flowers danced 
in the wind.  It was a perfect summer day.

Level: Third Grade                                                      Name: ________________________

Standard: Reading | Literature | RL.3.4                                      ©http://CoreCommonStandards.com

Write the examples of nonliteral language below.
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Directions:  Read the story provided.  Find examples of nonliteral, or figurative, language used within the story.  Write 
the examples, then, rewrite them in literal language.  Make sure the meaning stays the same.

Name: Date:

Assessment

Third Grade Common Core Assessment        © http://CoreCommonStandards.com

Reading | Literature RL.3.4 Score

Title:____________________________________________________________

Author:__________________________________________________________

Examples of Nonliteral Language Examples Rewritten in Literal Language

Write your own example of figurative language and its literal counterpart. 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
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