
Directions:  

Identify the main purpose of a text, 

including what the author wants to 

answer, explain, or describe 

Match the Definition Cards and Summary 

Cards to the Author's Purpose 

Categories. Use the Bookmarks to 

continue practicing this skill using other 

texts. 
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Zach was out of school for the year and was 

feeling a little sad. He wasn’t sad that school was 

over, but sad that he would have to move over 

summer vacation and leave his friends and his 

tree house behind 

 

Bottlenose dolphins are some of the smartest  

mammals in the ocean!  They swim in groups and 

talk to each other by squeaking and whistling.  

Most grow to be 8 to 12 feet long and can live for 

50 years.  

Emily was so happy.  Today was her birthday.  

When she got home from school there were blue 

and white balloons on the mailbox.  There was a 

big sign that read, “Happy Birthday, Emily!” 

Dogs are the best pets in the world. They show 

their love much better than cats who are always 

hiding away. Dogs are especially amazing pets 

because they like to play and go on walks. Cats 

don’t.  



The African elephant is very big!  It is the  

biggest land animal on Earth.  It is also one of the 

smartest land animals.  The elephant has a long 

trunk and two white tusks.  

Billy loved bugs. If it had six legs, he loved it. Billy 

liked butterflies. Billy liked beetles. Billy liked flies. 

Billy liked ants. He loved to look at them. He loved 

to read about them. He loved to catch them. 

Everyone should go get pizza tonight for dinner. 

Pizza is the best food because you can choose 

lots of different topics to satisfy everyone in 

your family. Pizza is also great for dinner tonight 

because it is quick to make.  

Tammy liked school. School was fun. 

Each year, she got new school supplies. She kept 

them very nice. She took care of her things. This 

year, she got a fancy pencil case. 

She got a pair of yellow scissors.  



The giraffe is one of the world’s tallest 

mammals.  They are known for their long necks, 

long legs, and spotted body.  Giraffes  

have small horns at the top of their heads that 

grow to be about 5 inches.   

You should always wear seatbelts when you are 

in the car. Seatbelts can help keep you safe in 

case you are in an accident. A real important 

part of wearing a seatbelt is making sure that 

you use it correctly.  

 The first thing you need to do is put on an apron & 

wash your hands.  Second, gather up all the things 

that you will need.  Get a mixing bowl, a wooden 

spoon, a plate for the powdered sugar &  a tray to 

put the cookies on.  

We should only go to school four days a week. By 

going to school one less day, students will be 

more focused while in school. Teachers will also 

have more time to write lessons or meet with 

parents and other teachers. 



Author’s Purpose 
Why  did the author 

write this text? 
 Persuade

 Inform

 Explain

I know this 
because……. 

Here’s some proof 
from the text! 
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