
Directions: 
Use the animal myth busters to 

explain how an author uses reasons 
and evidence to support particular 

points in a text. 

ZZZ�+DYH)XQ7HDFKLQJ�FRP�

Animal Myth Busters 

Prev
iew P

revie
w

Prev
iew P

revie
w

Prev
iew P

revie
w

Prev
iew P

revie
w

Prev
iew

Prev
iew



Animal Myth Busters 
By: Stephen Lovgren 

Myth 
Touching a frog or toad will give you warts. 

How It Started 
Many frogs and toads have bumps on their skin that 
look like warts. Some people think the bumps are 
contagious. 

Why It's Not True 
"Warts are caused by a human virus, not frogs or 
toads," says dermatologist Jerry Litt. But the wartlike 
bumps behind a toad's ears can be dangerous. These 
parotoid glands contain a nasty poison that irritates 
the mouths of some predators and often the skin of 
humans. So toads may not cause warts, but they can 
cause other nasties. It's best not to handle these 
critters - warts and all! 
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Myth 
Ostriches bury their heads in the sand when they're 
scared or threatened. 

How It Started 
It's an optical illusion! Ostriches are the largest living 
birds, but their heads are pretty small. "If you see 
them picking at the ground from a distance, it may 
look like their heads are buried in the ground," says 
Glinda Cunningham of the American Ostrich 
Association. 

Why It's Not True 
Ostriches don't bury their heads in the sand - they 
wouldn't be able to breathe! But they do dig holes in 
the dirt to use as nests for their eggs. Several times a 
day, a bird puts her head in the hole and turns the 
eggs. So it really does look like the birds are burying 
their heads in the sand! 
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